
Mr. Dave Davis 
Fksident and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Limb Square 
New Yo& New Yo& 10023 

IMMEDUTELY RETURN LIKE ITIS TO iTS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT M TIME FOR 
BLACK EfSTORY M O ~  

As a regular Viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is“, I am outraged at the decision of U‘BC-W to cut 
the fonnat of this highly esteemed public servicemews program to a half hour show in order to insen 
“Inside Stuff, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space 
miginally allotted for WABC-Ws lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to ow 
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s plpducer. 

Lzike It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, eulnomic and cultural issues tllat shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I fmd the decision to reduce the p r o w  is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour: without 
having to resort to a new week-ro-week serial context. The historic Kemer Comussion called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black COmmuRity in 
particular by airing various issues and Viexvpints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine cul~ent affairs through an 
authentic Afiican-American perspective. To date it is the longest runoing A6ican-Americanproduced 
television pmgram i.n the US. {which previously bad given both UrABC-TV an.d ttte A K  NWQ& 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of pragnuns and 
documentwies in this countly on the AFtican experience in the US., Caribbean and even Africa itseK. 

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media oullership and r e p d o n  in d e  
newsroonis is in decline. The fsct that “Like It 1s” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black prognuns 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, &leas  a dangerous, frightening 
and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney: an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not grantd I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewins habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is“ 
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approachin& and as ‘‘Like It Is” always does special 
programming to honor this month. it is even more urgent tfiat you return the show to its original hour 
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black 
without hesitation use the oDtions mentioned above. 



RETTiRN LIKE ITlS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT? 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of-'like It Is" I ani outraged at the deckion of WABC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public servicehews show to 'ti hour, in order to expand 
the time allotted for spoits and entertailunent. How insulting! 

"Like It Is," with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the Anierican 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate ofthe Kerner Cornmission, which 
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues 
and viewpoints that make up this countiy's ethnic diversity, "Like It Is" has offe.red a unique and 
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American 
perspective To date it is the longest running Akican American produced television p r o p m  in 
the US and has produced \he largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many oftlie gains that peopie of color have made in media. broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
decline. The f k t  that --Like It Is" is one ofthe only regularly scheduled Black prograins 
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station's decision to first try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the time. format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing rrend. 

Again, I c.all upon you to return *Like i t  Is" to its original hour format. I am very aware that 
Disney owns ABC. While I will always sipport this p r o a m ,  if this reasonable request is  not 
granted, J will find other ways to express m y  displeasure via my network viewing habits ail: my 
purchasing power. And 1 will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which 
my coininunity can re.gister its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 
"Like it Is" serves. 

I Date. 



kk. Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincohn Square 
New York, New York 10023 

IMMEDIATELY R E W R Y  L l K . E l T I . Y ‘ l 0  IIS ORIGINAL 1 HR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY M O F T H  

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public senicehews program to a half hour show in order to insert 
“Inside Stuff‘, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space 
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our 
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer. 

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to ow community. I fmd the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed opporhmity for people to examine current affairs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest W n g  African-American produced 
television progam in the U.S. (which previously had given bath WABC-TV and the ABC Network 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Afnca itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of African anceshy have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that ‘&Like It 1s” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that ”Like It Is” 
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special 
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour 
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 

/Vewc,cK, I d 1  G - - : i i t  

cc: Anne M. Sweeney, Co-Chair Disney Media Networks; David Stem, Commissioner of the NBA 



Dave Davis 
President and Gmeral Managcr 

7 Lincoln Square 
Neir Vork, W‘ 10023 

WABC-TV 

RETURN LME 17l.Y TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT! 

As a regular viewer and strong suppotter of”Lihe It Is” I am outraged at the decision of. WABC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public servicehiews show to !~i hour, In order to expand 
the tiine allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

“Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the Anierican 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical anafysis ofthe pol i t id ,  economic a d  
cdtural issues that sha.pe our lives. Serving the mandate ofthe Kerner Cornmission, which 
called upon the media to proiTide greater representation of people of color and the various issues 
and viewpoints that make up this countiy’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opportunjty for people to examine current affairs through an African Americ.an 
perspective To dare it is the longest running African Amei-ican produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and dmtimcntsries on Black Americans. 

Today many of the gains that peopie of color have made in media br0adcajtin.g are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that “Like It Is‘’ is one ofthe only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to e.liminate the 
program and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return *Like It Is” to its original hour format. I ain very aware that 
Disney owns ABC. While 1 wit1 aiways suppn h i s  program, if this reasonable request is not 
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits a n i  my’ 
purchasing power. Arid I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in w h k h  
my community can re.gister its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audienc.e that 
“Like It Is” serves. 



‘Mr. Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
J Linco\nn Square 

New York, New York 10023 

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

AS a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public servicehews program to a half hour show in order to insert 
“Inside Stuff‘. a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space 
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our 
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer. 

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, econonuc and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kemer Commission called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is“ 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced 
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WA-E-TV and the GBC Network 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of progams and 
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U S ,  Caribbean and even Afnca itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that ”Like It Is” 
serves. And as Black Histoiy Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special 
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour 
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 

cc: Anne M. Sweeney. Co-Chair Disney Media Networks: David Stem, Commissioner of the NBA 



Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
w rnC-TV 

7 1 i n c h  Squm 
N W  York; NY 1OCtZ3 

RETITGV LIKE P I S  TO ITS ORlGlNAL 1 HOUR FOKM4T! 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of -'like I1 Is" I am outraged at the decision of WABC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public sen,ice;news shoM to ' i Z  hour, in order to expand 
the time allotted for spoits and entertainment. How insulting! - 
"Like It Is," with its award winning host and producer Ciil Noble, has sew& the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical anaiysis of ?he political, economic and 
cultural issues  that^ shape our lives. Serving the mandate ofthe Krrnrr Cornmissiaii, which 
called upon the media to provide geater representation of people of color and the various issues 
and viewpoints that make up this countiy's ethnic diversity, "Like It Is" has offered a unique and 
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African Amcricm 
perspective To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the. largest body of programs and documentnrie.s on Black .4mericans. 

Today many of the gains that peopie of color have made in media broadcasting ars  being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
decline. The hc.t that "Like It Is" is one of-the only regularIy scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station's decision to first try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

.4gain, I call upon you to retum "Like It !s-- to its original hour fxmat. I am very aware that 
Disney owns ABC. While I wil l  always support this program, if this reasonable request i:; not 
granted, J will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits aitd n i y ~  
purchasing pwer. And 1 will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in \Yhich 
my coininunity can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 
"Like It Is" serves. 



Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 

7 Lincoln Square 
New York. NY 10023 

WABC-TV 

RETTJRN LIKE ITIS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT! 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is” I am outraged at the decision of WABC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public servicehews show to % hour, in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

‘Zike It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission, which 
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues 
and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American 
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that “Like It IS” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. I am very aware that 
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which 
my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 
“Like It Is” serves. 

’ 



M?, Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lmco\nn Square 

New York, New York 10023 

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public servicehews program to a half hour show in order to insert 
“Inside Stuff‘, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy ofleering, in the space 
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our 
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer. 

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I fmd the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing vicious issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. TO date it is the longest running African-American produced 
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the M C  Network 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this country on the Ahcan experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of African anceshy have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the 
newsroom is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return ”Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is” 
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special 
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its o r i g d  hour 
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 

cc: Anne M. Sweeney, Co-Chair Disney Media Networks: David Stern, Commissioner of the NBA 



Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincoln Square 
N c w  York, N Y  10013 

RETURN L i X E  i ~ T I S  TO ITS ORIGINNAL 1 HOUR FO&MAT? 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of“Like It Is” I am outraged at the decision of WABC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public servicehews show to % hour, in order to expand 
the time allotred for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

“Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years with tiinely and criticai analysis of the political, economic and 
cultural issues fiat shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission, which 
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues 
and viewpoints that make up this countiy‘s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opportunity for people 10 examine current affairs througb an African America1 
perspective. To date it IS the longest running, African American produced television program in 
the US and has p r o d u d  the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today- many ofthe gains that people of color have made in mzdia broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and represatation in the ne.ws rooms is in 
decline. The fact that -’Like It Is’’ is one. of the only regularly scheduled Black prograins 
produced ai WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to tirst try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the time forinat, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return %ke It Is” to its original hour format. I am very aware that 
Disney owns ABC. While 1 w i l l  always support this program, if this reasonable request is no: 
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. And I will encourage oihers to do the same. There are many ways in which 
my community can register its displeasure penaining to your insensiti&y to the. audience that 
“Like It Is” s e i ~ s .  

I 1 Date. 



,Mr. Dave Daws 
President and General Manager 
WAEK-TV 
7 Lincolnn Square 

New Yark, New Yark 10023 

2 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert 
“Inside Stuff‘, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space 
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our 
community, offensive to OUT intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer. 

“‘Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I fmd the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced 
television program i n  the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the GBC Network 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the US.,  Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that ‘Like it Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced ai WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return ”Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granteQ I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is” 
serves. And as Black Histow Month is fast approaching and as “Like It Is” always does special 
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its origtnal hour 

without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 



,Mr. Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
W A B C - T V 
7 L i l l C O l M  S q W e  

New York, New York 100?3 

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

AS a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public sewicehews program to a half hour show in order to insert 
“Inside Stuff. a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space 
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public &airs program. I find the decision an insult to our 
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer. 

‘2ike It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I fmd the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current &airs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. TO date it is the longest running African-American produced 
television program In the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the GBC Network 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this countty on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of African anceshy have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of aitime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous. frightening 
and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is” 
serves. And as Black Histoiy Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special 
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour 
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black Histoly month, I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 

Address /?a h d H d  sr( - 
46/0600*9, - 4 6 ~ ~ 7 ~ 3  J 

cc Anne M Sweeney. Cochair Dmey Media Networks. David Stern, Commissioner of the NBA 



Mr. Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
J L\nco\nn Sqme 

New York, New York 10023 

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public servicehews program to a half hour show in order to insert 
“Inside Stuff‘, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space 
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our 
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer. 

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I fmd the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced 
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WAX-TV and the ABC Network 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the US., Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced st WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that ”Like It Is” 
serves. And as Black Histoq Month Is fast approaching and as “Like It Is” always does special 
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour 
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 

Address NT omx( 

cc: Anne M. Sweeney. Co-Chair Disney Media Networks: David Stern, Commissioner of the NBA 



,Mr. Dave Daws 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincolnn Square 

New York, New York 10023 

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

AS a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public servicehews program to a half hour show in order to insert 
“Inside Stuff‘, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space 
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our 
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer. 

‘$Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community I find the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current f lairs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced 
television progam in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the GBC Network 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the US. ,  Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, 1 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is” 
semes. And as Black Histoiy Month is fast approaching and as “Like I t  Is” always does special 
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour 
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 

cc: Anne M. Sweeney. Co-Chair Disney Media Networks: David Stern, Commissioner of the NBA 



,MI. Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 

7 Lmcolnn Square 
WABC-TV 

New York, New York 10023 

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public senicehews program to a half hour show in order to insert 
“Inside Stuff‘, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space 
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our 
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer. 

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I fmd the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed o p p o h t y  for people to examine cwent  affairs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. TO date it is the longest running African-American produced 
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the US., Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black prognuns 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week. coupled with your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous. fiightening 
and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is” 
serves. And as Black Histoly Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special 
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you r e m  the show to its original hour 
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 

Print and Sign ed e OW% &4L-e 
Address A$?z Kerr, <&d b / I /  €/ 
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cc: . b e  M. Sweeney. Co-Chair Disney Media Networks; David Stem, Commissioner of the NBA 



Mr. Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincolnn Square 

Nzw Yo& New York 10023 

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public servicehews program to a half hour show in order to insert 
“Inside Stuff, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space 
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public &airs program. I find the decision an insult to our 
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer. 

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble. has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I fmd the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without 
having to resoft to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. TO date it is the longest running African-American produced 
television program in the U S  (which previously had given both WAX-TV and the GEC Network 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U S ,  Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It 1s” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced a! WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are vety much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that ”Like It Is” 
serves. And as Black Histov Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special 
programming to honor this month it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour 
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 

PrintandSign%QyW 2. bdfiQg&A,\I\ , c S $  

Address S32A c\Cx!$b\~s\ h ’) ” 
4 u x h .  IU-\ \LZZS 

cc Anne M Sweeney. Co-Chair Disney Media Networks. David Stem, Commissioner of the NBA 



RETIJRN LIKE 1TI.Y TO ITS ORiGlNAL 1 HOIIR FORMAT! 

As a regular viewer aiid strong supporter of”%ike It Is” 1 ain outraged at the decision of’WM3C- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public sen,icelhews shovv to ‘/i hour, in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

“Like It Is,.’ with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 31 years with timely and criticai analysis of the political, economic and 
cultural issues thar shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Cornmission, which 
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues 
and viewpoints that make up this country‘s etluiic diversity, ”Like It Is” has offered a unrque and 
most needcd opportviity for people to examine current affairs through an African Americ.an 
perspective To date it is the longest running African American produced television progmm in 
the US and has prduced the largest body of prograins and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many of the gains rhat people of  color have made in iticdia. broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rwnis is in 
decline. The fad that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the time. format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

.4gain, I call upon you to re.turn “L.ike It Is” to its original hour format. I a n  ve.ry aware that 
Disney owns ABC. Whilt 1 will always support this pro,gam, if this reasonable request is not 
granted, J will find other ways to express nty displeasure via my network vizviing habits ail: mq’ 
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which 
my community can re.gister its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 
“Like It Is” scrvcs. 



Da\% Da\u 
President and General Manager 
w hBC-I v 

Ne\\  Yo&, NY IO(113 
7 Lincoln Square 

RET7iRN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FOKMAT.‘ 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of--Like It Is” I am outraged at the decision of WABC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public servicwiiews show to 95 hour, in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertain~nent. How insulting! 

“Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has sewed the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the politic&, economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Coinmissiotl, which 
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues 
and viewpoints that make up this cocuitiy’s ethnic diversity, ”Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American 
perspective To date it is the longest running African American produced television proyam in 
the US find has produced the. largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many ofthe gains ihat peopie of color have made In ntzdia broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and represeniatiot~ in the news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that “Like It  Is” is one oftfie only regularIy scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the time format. reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call tipon you to re.turn ’,Like I! Is” to its original hour forinat. I am very aware that 
Disney owns N3C. While I will always suppoon this program, if this reasonable request is not 
grantcd, T will find other ways to express niy displeasure via my network viewing habits m d  my 
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which 
my coininunity can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 
“Like It Is” serves. 



Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-?’V 
7 Lincoln Square 
New York, N Y  10023 

RETIiRN LIKE ITIS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOtIR FOKM.4T! 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter o f” lAe  It Is” I am outraged at the decision ot; W m C -  
TV to cut the fermat of this esteemed public servicehews show to !.i hour, in order to expand 
the t h e  allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

“Like It Is,“ with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, tias scwed the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and criticaJ anafysis ofthe politkal, economic End 
cultural issues thaf shape our tives. Serving the mandate of the Icerner Commission, NIJiich 
called upon the media to provide Beater representathn of people of cotor and the various issues 
and viewpoints that make up this countiy’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs tbrough an African Ainc.r~i;iii 
perspective To date i t  is the longest running hkicaii American produced television prog,r:rain in 
the US and has produced the. largest body of programs md dotumentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in  incdia broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
decline. The f k t  that -‘Like It Is’’ is one of-the only regularly scheduled Black program 
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the 
pi-ogram and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous andhisfurbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to retwn ”Like It IS” to its original hour format. I am very aware that 
Disney owns ABC. While I will aiways support this program, if this reasonable request :i not 
granted, J will find oiher ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits ail: tny 
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in wrhic.h 
my community can re.gister its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 
”Like It Is” serves. 

Date 



Mr. Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Ljncoh Square 
New York, New York 10023 

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public servicehews program to a half hour show in order to insert 
“Inside Stuff‘, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space 
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our 
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer. 

‘‘Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and Critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kemer Commission called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It 1s” 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current &airs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced 
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this country on the Afiican experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Afnca itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestq have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systemically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week. coupled with your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return ”Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, 1 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is” 
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special 
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour 
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black Histoly month 1 will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 

Address LhUl.MtL, P / .  
c - -n2ULy1&-/  , -7-4 6?/f / 

cc Anne M Sweeney. Co-Chatr Disney Medta Networks. David Stem, Commissioner of the NBA 



Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincolnn Square 

New York, New York 10023 

IMMED~ATELY RETURN IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

AS a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public servicehews program to a half hour show in order to insert 
“Inside Stuff, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering. in the space 
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public flairs program. I find the decision an insult to ow 
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer. 

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It  Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current f lairs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced 
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the GBC Network 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that’2ike It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney. an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that ”Like It Is” 
serves. And as Black Histoy Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special 
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour 
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 

cc: Anne M. Sweeney. C k h a i r  Disney &dia Networks; David Stem, Commissioner of the NBA 



Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincoln Square 
New York, NY 10023 

RETIiKN LIKEITIS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORlf-4T? 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of-‘Like It Is” I ail outraged at the decision of’ WABC- 
TV to cut the iorniat ofthis esteemed public sewicehews show to % hour, in order to expand 
the time. allotted for sports and entataimnetit. How insulting’ 

“Like It Is,” with its awrud winning host and producer Gil Nobie, hag sewed the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical anafysis of thz political, economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the inandare of the Kerner Commission, which 
called upon the media to provide geater representation of people of  color and the various issues 
and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has oEered a unique and 
most needed clpportunjty for peopJe to exmine ctvrsnt affairs through an African American 
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body ofprograms and documentarieson Blac,k Americ,ans. 

Today nmny ofthe gains that people of cdor have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
decline. The tad  that “Like It Is“ is one of’the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the 
program and then fo slash the time. format, reflects this dangerous and distwbing trend. 

Agajn, i call upon you to return -’Like It Is’‘ to its original hour format. 1 am very aware that 
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and mq 
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the m e .  There are many ways in which 
my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 
”Like It Is” serves. 



Dave Davis 
President and General Manage.r 
WABC-TV 
7 Linc.o\n Square 
New Y d : ,  NY 100,023 

As a regular viewer and strong suppotter of-’like It Is” I am outraged at the decision of’ WABC- 
TV to cut the format o f  this esteemed pubIic service‘news show to 9; hour, in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

”Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the Anierican 
public for the past 34 yems with timety and critical analysis ofthe pol i t id ,  economic and 
cuihual issues fliar shape our lives. Serving the manilate ofthe. Kerner Commission, which 
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of coIor arid the various issues 
and viewpoints that inake up this countty’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offe.red a unique and 
most needed opportunity for people to examine current afhirs through an Ahcan American 
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest M y  of programs and documentaries on Black Arnexicans. 

Today many of tfie gains that people of color have made in m d i a  broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooins is in 
decline. The fac.t that -.Like It Is” is one of the only reguularly scheduled ELack program 
produced at WABC-TV;coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the time formaf, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It 1s” to its original holm formst. I a n  very aware that 
Disney owns ARC. While 1 will always stipipon this program, if this reasonable request is not 
granted, I will find other ways to express niy displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in wh1c.h 
my coininunity can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 
“Like It Is” serves. 

I / Date 



M r  Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincolnn Square 

New York,New York 100’23 

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

A5 a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public servicehews program to a half hour show in order to insert 
“Inside Stuff’, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space 
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our 
community, offensive to our intelligence. and humiliating to the program’s producer. 

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the progam is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this counm’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced 
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both W G E - T V  and the ABC Network 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, mimy of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced ax WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous. frightening 
and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and GI Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is’‘ 
serves. And as Black Histoiy Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special 
programming to honor this month it is even more urgent that you return the show to its origlnal hour 
immediately. If this show is not rehirned to its one hour foimat in time for Black History month, I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 
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cc: Anne M. Sweeney. Co-Chair Disney Media Nemorks: David Stem, Commissioner of the NBA 



Dave Davis 
President and Genera( Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 LJncaln square 
Ne* Yo&, NY 100?3 

RET7iRN LIKE I T l S  TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FOR%fAT! 

As a regular viewier and strong suppotter of'%ike It Is" I am outraged at the decision of CVABC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public servicehews show to $5 hour, in order to expmd 
the time allotted for spoits and entertainment. How insulting! 

"Like It Is," with its award winning host and prduc.er Gii Noble, has served the hier ican 
public for the past 34 years G t h  timely and criticaf analysis of the poi i t id ,  economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the niandate ofthe Kemer Commission, which 
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues 
and viewpoints that make up this co~tntiy's ethnic diversity, "Like It Is" has offered a unique and 
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs though  an African Americao 
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many of the gains that popie of color have made in  media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in tne news rooms is in 
decline. The fac.t that -'Like It Is" is one of-the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station's decision to first try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the time format, reflec.ts this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return "Like It Is" to its original hour for!nzt. I am very aware that 
Disney owms ABC. While 1 will ahvays support this pro-mm, if this reasonable request is not 
granted, r will find other ways to express my displcasure via my network viewing habits aiid my 
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which 
my community can register its: ilspleasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 
"Like It Is" serves. 



,Mr. Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 

7 Linco\nn Square 

New York, New York 10023 

WABC-TV 

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public servicehews program to a half hour show in order to insert 
“Inside Stuff, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space 
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our 
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer. 

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced 
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of African anceshy have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that ”Like It Is” 
serves. And as Black Histosy Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special 
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour 
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 
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cc: . h e  M. Sweeney. Co-Chair Disney Media Networks: David Stem. Commissioner of the NBA 


